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There is a large body of theological literature around the ideal of hope. For so many, hope reflects an uncertain future. We hope that 

we will get a promotion, we hope for a warm winter, or we hope our child remains faithful. We express our aspirations, dreams, 

ambitions, and aims in our worldly hopes.  
 

As followers of Christ hope reflects our future in the resurrection of Jesus. In this regard it is a certainty born of our faith and 

nourished by the grace of God that leads us ever closer to the Lord. We do not fear because our hope is in Christ. St Peter, in his 

first letter to the ‘chosen sojourners’ in Pontus, Galatia, and the other provinces of Asia Minor, calls all believers to remember that 

we are born into a living hope; “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy gave us a new birth 

to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 

unfading, kept in heaven for you…” (1 Peter 1:3-4) 
 

We are called to life in Christ both today and for eternity. In this is the eschatological perspective of hope. That is, the sense that 

we are destined to be with Christ at the end of days and for all time thereafter. There is strength in hope. As St Paul so beautifully 

put it in his letter to the Romans.  What will separate us from the love of Christ? Will anguish, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 

or nakedness, or peril, or the sword?  No, in all these things we conquer overwhelmingly through him who loved us. “For I am 

convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor present things,* nor future things, nor powers, nor height, 

nor depth, nor any other creature will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom. 8:35, 37-89) 
 

The hope of Christians is in the looking forward to the kingdom of God as promised by Jesus. In this hope, our way is Christ’s Way, 

our path is set out for us in certainty.  It is the expectation of the Risen Lord that sets in place the work of the church in the present. 

As followers we are tasked to minister to the world, in service, good works and prayer. Nothing can be accomplished in a world of 

uncertain belief in Christ’s promises.  
 

Jurgan Moltmann, in his book, Theology of Hope, says this of the church; “The risen Christ calls, sends, justifies and sanctifies 

men, and in doing so gathers, calls and sends them into his eschatological future for the world. The risen Lord is always the Lord 

expected by the church - the Lord, moreover, expected by the church for the world and not merely for itself. Hence the Christian 

community does not live from itself and for itself, but from the sovereignty of the risen Lord and for the coming sovereignty of 

him who has conquered death and is bringing life, righteousness and the Kingdom of God.” 
 

We live the promise of the Risen Christ. He is our hope, certain.                                                                                       DeColores! 

…but those who hope 
in the LORD will 
renew their strength. 
They will soar on 
wings like eagles; 
they will run and not 
grow weary, they will 
walk and not be faint.  
 
Isiah 40:31 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/romans/8#53008038-1


 

 

  

Who are we? 
News from the Secretariat >>> 

Secretary of the Secretariat 
Lay Director:    
Mary Liz Bartell, (607) 324-0372 
maryliziz@aol.com 

Assistant Lay Director:   
Is the Lord calling YOU? 
 

Precursillo Chair: Pray for a YES? 

Donna LaDuca, (585) 342-3234 
donnaprecur12@rochester.rr.com 

Cursillo Chair: Neil Combs said YES for 2022 
Bob LaDuca, (585) 943-2427 
laduca8@rochester.rr.com 

Postcursillo Chair:   
Mary Ellen Darling, (315) 521-8771 
maryellendarling@gmail.com 

School of Leaders:  
Sue Lorz, (585) 704-4988 
suelarry5644@gmail.com 

Secretary: Is the Lord calling YOU? 
Doreen Gala-Hebert, (585) 236-6049 
dgalahebert@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  
Allan Stone, (585) 269-4640 
astone@rochester.rr.com 
Donations make out to Rochester Cursillo  
Mail to Allan Stone, 35 Cindy Lane, 
Rochester, NY 14626 

Spiritual Advisors:  
Fr. Mickey McGrath, (585) 325-4041     
Fr.mickey.mcgrath@dor.org 

Dcn. David Paluskiewicz, (585) 281-1390 
davidpaluskiewicz@gmail.com 

com 
 
 

Notes from December 14, 2021 Meeting: 

Doreen Gala-Hebert, W88, Fairport Ultreya 

Secretary 

 

  

 

 

The Secretariat Page 
What about these Meetings? 

Secretariat Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 

7:00 pm.  Visitors/Cursillistas are welcome to join the Secretariat 

meetings.   Currently, the meetings are being held virtually.  Please 

contact Allan Stone for the meeting information if you want to join in! 

Being part of Secretariat has been a wonderful experience. I have learned so much. 

Being secretary is not hard. You just need to take the minutes, prepare them and 

email them to other members of Secretariat. We have great members who are 

receptive to the ideas of others and we don’t always agree! Yet, we respect each 

other. I know anyone who takes my place will enjoy their experience. 
 

Also, we need others to begin to step up, dear sisters and brothers. We need to share 

the load. A few do most of the work which is not a sustainable approach. As you 

know, we all need to pull our weight to make any organization work effectively and 

to infuse it with new ideas. I hope you will consider filling one of the positions 

which are open.  Serving on Cursillo Secretariat is truly a rewarding journey with 

the Lord!                                                                                                   DeColores!                                                                                    
 

Greetings from your Outgoing Secretary! 
 

I hope this finds you all in the glow of the joy of 

Christmas. Since I began teaching this year, time has 

been flying by. And I need help! My two-year term is 

up and I need a replacement. 
 

• Treasurer’s Report: Allan stated we began with a balance of $2,558.69. He paid out expenses and still have some due from 

Men’s 94.  We did receive some donations. Our ending balance is $2,665.00  

• School of Leaders: Sue reported that they are meeting monthly on Zoom.  Some improvements to consider: #1 For grouping, 

suggest to keep to three participants for 15 minutes.  #2 For speaker discussion, break into random groups of 4-5 participants 

for 10 minutes to discuss then rejoin main group for summary.  Asking secretariat members to help lead sharing. 

• Pre-Cursillo: Donna reported we have people who are praying about taking over as chair.  Application form needs to be 

updated to no longer engage the priest for his approval. Application will be updated and the new version uploaded online. 

• Cursillo:  Three candidates made the Cursillo weekend. Tim Flynn, Rector gave his report stating that the Rector’s Guide 

Step by Step was a success allowing ample time.  The schedule was good.  Neil Combs was nominated and accepted as the 

new Cursillo Chair effective January 1, 2022.  Pray for Neil as he takes on this role. 

• Post-Cursillo: Mary Ellen scheduled a Grand Ultreya, March, 19, 2022 at St Dominic’s in Shortsville.  Still working on the 

details for the Summer Picnic to be held at Seneca Lake Park. Reaching out to Ultreya leaders for Cursillistas to fill secretariat 

positions and to encourage sponsors to bring candidates to Ultreya before they live the weekend. 

• Pastoral Plan: School of Leaders to review the Pastoral Plan at December meeting and have final for January secretariat. 
• Spiritual Leader’s Comments: Deacon David shared the story of the Holy Innocents 
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A few months after publishing my first book, God’s Presence Illuminated, I felt the inkling that 

a second book might be part of God’s plan for me. God has continued to inspire me weekly to 

share reflections on my website, www.hopetoinspireyou.com, for more than seven years now. The 

website has been the catalyst for publishing the books. Writing is how I can share what is in my 

heart and how I see God working in the ordinary of life. 
 

As I continued to walk and pray daily near my church, one day mid December 2020, as I rounded 

a corner I looked up in the sky to see a pink heart-shaped cloud. The next day on a curb, I saw a 

heart-shaped mud form. Every day since, God continues to show me hearts. They might be stones, 

bubbles in my teacup, or a leaf that is heart-shaped. I believe the hearts are a reminder of God’s 

abundant love for me and a reminder for me to love others more. 
 

The Scripture verses of God is love, that my pastor frequently mentions, as well as Jesus’ two 

greatest commandments to Love God above all else and our neighbor as ourselves were also major 

factors with this book. All of the daily heart findings and the Scripture verses about love 

inspired God’s Love Illuminated. I am trying to inspire others to see and walk in God’s abundant 

love. 
 

The 90-devotions share God’s love illuminated in people, in scripture, in ordinary life, and in 

ministries, both in church ministries and in everyday ministries, which are the four sections. The 

devotions all end with a Bible verse which contain the word, love, which I pray may reveal a facet 

of God’s love for you personally as you take time to reflect. 
 

My hope and prayer is that you may experience God’s love for you through reading. May you be 

inspired to embrace God’s abundant love more fully in your faith journey.  The book is available 

at amazon.com via paperback or kindle.  God's Love Illuminated on Amazon Both of Christine’s 

books are available at Notre Dame Retreat House.                                             DeColores!

              

 

Ask a wise Cursillista who has been around forever! 

Send in your questions about Cursillo… anything and everything! 

Send questions to: notestobobbi@yahoo.com  Attn: Ask the Cursillo Wisemen 

God’s Love Illuminated 
Treasured Thoughts to Inspire Walking in God’s Abundant Love 
A 90-Day Devotional 

Written by Christine Fisher, W85 

 

School of Leaders Sharing 

Ask the Three Wisemen (and women)… 

I recently heard a term, your “square meter.”  
 

What does this mean?  
   Answered by Margi Lash, W11, Geneva - Newark Ultreya 

 
You probably heard the term in reference to the “environment”: where you are at any given moment.  Your 

square meter is “you!”  It moves with you.  It is a term that reminds us of the goal of our weekend: to 

influence others, to be light and leaven in the world.  This happens where we are: where we live, where 

we work, and interface with other people.  It could be in our homes, our churches, our work places, and 

where we spend leisure time.  It is right where God places us at any given moment!  And Christ is counting 

on us!  Our world is infected with anger, hate, anxiety, disrespect and loneliness. We live in a culture of 

death…in a world without God.  We need to inject our world with a healthy dose of Christ’s love by 

spreading kindness, friendship, understanding, peace and hope. One person at a time, one square meter at 

a time, one prayer at a time!                                                                                                        DeColores! 
 

 

http://www.hopetoinspireyou.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Gods-Love-Illuminated-Treasured-Thoughts/dp/1735785369/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=god%27s+love+illuminated&qid=1635820097&sprefix=God%27s+love+illu%2Caps%2C108&sr=8-3


     

 

 

 

 Welcome… Cursillistas of Men’s 94 
 

 
 

 

The Diocese of Rochester hosted it’s first 

Cursillo weekend since 2018. Men’s 94 

was deemed a success.    The team 

followed the new Rector’s Guide, A Step-

by-Step Guide for the Cursillo Weekend.  

The feedback was positive; all thought 

the schedule worked well. 
 

Three men lived their weekend at the 

Notre Dame Retreat House, December 9-

12, 2021.  After much prayer, it was 

decided by the team and secretariat to 

move forward with the weekend even 

with a few candidates. 
 

Considering Covid, Notre Dame allowed 

4-5 people per table and meal service was 

plated in the kitchen then served by team.  

An intimate environment was created in 

both the rollo room and the chapel.  

Commaderie and friendship abounded!  

At the closing, the witness sharing made 

it evident the Lord was with these men 

during the weekend! DeColores! 
 

Welcome… New Cursillistas: 

• Richard Gutierrez, Fairport Ultreya 

• Jeff Hughes, Hilton Ultreya 

• Chip Stephenson, Caledonia Ultreya 
 

Participating Team:  

• Tim Flynn, Rector 

• Don Bradt 

• Keith Bunker 

• Neil Combs 

• Joe DiBattisto 

• Joe Manioci 

• Allan Stone 

• Tom Treis 

• Fr. Mickey McGrath 

• Deacon Dennis Lohouse 
Thank you to Kevin Spears and  
Deacon George Welch for teaming. 
 



  

 

We’ll Thrive with Five! 
  

 
Rochester Cursillo needs your help!  
  
Everyone remembers during your weekend hearing that the money you paid for at your weekend was used to pay for future 

weekends!  With the pandemic and hosting no weekends in two years, the bowl is almost empty.  Rochester Cursillo needs financial 

help to fund the upcoming weekends and to keep Cursillo alive in the diocese. 
 

It’s not much, if each Cursillista sent at least $5, Rochester Cursillo will thrive in 2022 and  beyond!  And we ask you to consider 

making donations throughout the year—just $5 a month if possible. Of course, more is welcome if God has blessed you! 
 

Cursillo in Rochester unites Catholics into loving and caring friends.  Our friendship in turn brings God’s love into our 

communities. Help keep that friendship growing!  Please send $5 to help us thrive! 
 

Kindly make out checks to Rochester Cursillo  

Mail to:   

Allan Stone, Cursillo Treasurer 

35 Cindy Lane  

Rochester, NY 14626 

  

DeColores! 
  



 

School of Leaders – 3rd Thursday of the Month 
at 7:00pm via Zoom.us - Next meeting is December 16th 
For Zoom invite, contact Sue Lorz, (585) 704-4988 
suelarry5644@gmail.com 
 

Second Touch – Buffalo Diocese 
Stella Niagara, February 4-6, 2022 
Bill Gross, 716-821-0175 Call to sign up NOW! 
 

Grand Ultreya – MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
St. Dominic’s Parish Center at St. Peter's, Shortsville, NY  
March 19, 2022 9am-4pm (Mass at 4pm will be available) 
 

Region III Spring Encounter 
St. Ann’s, Ebensburg, PA 
May 6-7, 2022 
 

Women's #89   
Notre Dame Retreat House, Canandaigua 
June 2-5, 2022 
 

Cursillo National Encounter Plan to attend!   
Chapman University, Orange, CA,  
July 21-24, 2022 
 

Region III Fall Encounter 
Stella Niagara, Buffalo, NY 
October 28-29, 2022 
 

Men's #95 
Notre Dame Retreat House, Canandaigua 
November 3-5, 2022 
 

 

Coming Soon >>> 
 

Check your 
Flocknotes messages 
for details on events! 

Upcoming Events! 
More info on our website www.rochestercursillo.com 

 

 

Hilton Area - Last Saturday (4th or 5th) 
IN PERSON Pot Luck 6:15 pm / 6:45pm  
St. Leo’s Church  
Randy Campanaro, (513) 314-2999 
rayjaycamp@yahoo.com 

Caledonia Area - 1st Saturday  
Virtual Ultreya at 7:00pm  
St. Columba Church Rectory 
Beth Bullen, (585) 538-9406 
beth.bullen1@gmail.com 
 

Elmira Area - 4th Thursday  
IN PERSON (tbd) /Virtual Ultreya at 7pm 
St. Mary’s Church Rectory  
Deacon George & Paula Welch 
(607) 738-3959 
pwelch@tqcp.com 

Hornell Area - 1st Thursday 
IN PERSON & Virtual Ultreya at 7:00pm 
Mary Liz Bartell, (607) 324-0372 
maryliziz@aol.com 
 

Geneva - Newark Area - 2nd Monday 
Virtual Ultreya at 7:00pm 
Margi Lash, (315) 548-5164 
lashmb59@gmail.com 
 

Fairport Area - 2nd Saturday 
IN PERSON & Virtual, Own Meal 5:15pm 
Ultreya 6:00pm  
Kathy Jacobsen, (585) 755-9578 
kjacobsen046@gmail.com 
 

Rochester SPANISH 3rd Saturday  
IN PERSON (tbd) 4:00pm Ultryea & SOL  
St. Michael's Office Building 
Sr. Theresa Rutty, (585) 325-4041 
trutty46@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 

This Ultreya is currently not meeting due 
to Covid-19. Pray to reunite soon! 
 

Dansville Area - 2nd Sunday, 11:00am  
Sacred Heart Parish, Kennedy House 
Bonnie Olsen, (585) 335-5971 
summersky252@aol.com 
 

Please contact Ultreya Coordinator for  
an invite with the Zoom info! 

You are Welcome 
to attend any Ultreya! 

 

For information on the 
PRISM, contact:       
Bobbi LaVoie 
at 585-727-4866 or 
notestobobbi@yahoo.com 
           

 

This was my first Christmas as a mother.   My foster child Mia is 6 months old, and 

she was an absolute delight to watch as she saw the tree lights, the Angel atop the tree, 

the silver garland around it reflecting the rainbow of bright lights, and then we went 

to Mass, and she heard carols on the organ sung by her daddy and mommy.   She was 

totally joyful and didn't even fuss being awake during her sleeping hours.     
 

It was as if these carols we sing every year were being sung to the Christ child, that 

we sang them better than we ever sung them, without going flat or off key, but with 
reverent awe at the beautiful baby in the Choir Loft.   Mia represents the miracle of 

new life, and little baby Mia changed how Kevin & I experienced Love.   Our 

marriage is in its eleventh year.  This year we learned a deeper love, that love that 

only having a baby can teach you.   On the feast of the Holy Innocents it also reminds 

us of the fragility of babies, how defenseless, and deserving of protection they 

are.  King Herod sought to destroy his political enemies and put every baby boy under 

2 years of age in Judea to death, graves from that historic moment also contained adult 

remains that showed parents died covering their babies to try & shield them from the 

soldiers swords.    I know my life is for my baby.  It's no longer a figure of speech to 

say I'd die for love of someone.   I would die for love of my baby girl just as Jesus 

died for love of us on the Cross. Agape!                                                      DeColores! 

Mary Liz Bartell, W69 

Hornell Ultreya 

Witness by a Friend of Christ! 
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